
COUNTY COUNCIL LOCAL COMMITTEE FOR CARLISLE

Minutes of a Meeting of the County Council Local Committee for Carlisle held on 
Wednesday, 11 March 2020 at 10.00 am at Conference Room A/B, Cumbria House, 
Botchergate, Carlisle, CA1 1RD

PRESENT:

Mr C Weber (Chair)

Mr T Allison
Mr J Bell
Mr RW Betton
Mrs C Bowditch
Ms D Earl
Mr GM Ellis
Mr LN Fisher (Vice-Chair)
Mr W Graham
Dr S Haraldsen

Dr K Lockney
Mrs EA Mallinson
Mr J Mallinson
Mr A McGuckin
Mr NH Marriner
Mrs V Tarbitt
Mr R Watson
Mr SF Young

Also in Attendance:-

Mr K Crawley - Traffic Management Team Leader (East)
Mrs L Harker - Senior Democratic Services Officer
Ms L McKie - Senior Manager - Children and Families
Mr N McNulty - Community Development Officer
Mr G Scott - Local Area Highways Network Manager

PART 1 – ITEMS CONSIDERED IN THE 
PRESENCE OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS

76 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were no apologies for absence on this occasion. 

77 DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST

There were no disclosures of interest on this occasion.

78 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED, that the press and public be not excluded from the meeting for any 
items of business on this occasion.



79 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There were no public questions, statements or petitions to be considered at this 
meeting. 

80 MINUTES

RESOLVED, that the minutes of the meeting of the Local Committee held on 
15 January 2020 be confirmed as circulated and thereupon signed 
by the Chair.

81 CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE PRESENTATION

Members received a presentation from Ms L McKie, Senior Manager – Children and 
Families regarding the Children and Young People Service.  

The Local Committee noted the open cases and trends in the Carlisle area.  
Members were informed there were approximately 80 Children Looked After placed 
in residential care outside the county and placements can cost around £5,000 per 
week.  Officers explained that every effort was made for placements to take place 
within the county but confirmed a number of them could be placed a significant 
distance away.  During the course of discussion members were informed that two 
new residential homes in Kendal and Penrith were due to be opened in the near 
future and would home children looked after, therefore, it was anticipated those 
placed out of county would reduce.  

It was explained there were 165 children with a ‘Child in Need Plan’ which was a 
rate of 77 per 10,000 population, lower than the Cumbria rate of 82.  It was noted 
that 53% were boys, 43% girls and 4% unborn babies.  Members were informed that 
57% were under 10 with the other 43% being over 10 and that 25% of them had a 
disability.

A discussion took place regarding ‘Child Protection Plans’ in the Carlisle area noting 
that 156 children were the subject of a Plan.  Members noted that this was a rate of 
73 per 10,000 population, higher than the Cumbria rate of 68.  It was explained that 
50% were boys, 47% girls and 3% were unborn babies.  It was noted that 71% were 
aged under 10, 29% were 10 and over and that 3% had a disability.

The Committee was informed there were 130 children looked after in the Carlisle 
area which was a rate of 61 per 10,000 population, lower than the Cumbria rate of 
80.  It was explained that 58% were boys, 42% girls with 25% aged under 10, 75% 
over 10 and 12% had a disability.

Members were informed there were 32 care leavers in Carlisle receiving support 
which was a rate of 15 per 10,000 population, lower than the Cumbria rate of 16.  It 
was explained that 69% were in education, employment or training and 94% were 
living in suitable accommodation.  



A discussion took place regarding care leavers who were in further education 
outside the county and members were informed each one of them would be 
allocated a personal adviser until they reached the age of 25.  It was explained that 
following completion of their further education individuals were given the options to 
either to return to their foster carer, live in semi-supported accommodation or 
independently. 

The Committee discussed children looked after who were placed in police custody 
and concerns were raised regarding the possibility of them being held in a police 
cell, drawing attention to the availability of a PACE bed at Arnwood House, Carlisle.  
The Officer confirmed that as far as she was aware there were no children in the 
care of the Authority in police custody, and was not aware of the need to use the 
PACE bed facility.  

The local Member for Belle Vue raised a concern regarding the closure of the 
Barnardo’s early care group in the Raffles area of Carlisle.  Members were informed 
that a new provider had now been commissioned and were in the process of 
developing an early help offer which would have a physical presence in Raffles.  
The Cabinet Member for Public Health and Community Services agreed to schedule 
a meeting between the new provider and local Member.

The Committee was informed there were pilot schemes being carried out for care 
leavers and it was agreed information would be made available to members in the 
future.

Members were informed that positive work was being undertaken with communities, 
including churches and local businesses, to investigate the provision of independent 
skills such as cooking and cleaning skills for care leavers.  

The Carlisle Looked After Children Champion raised her concern regarding the lack 
of Core Group meetings and the Senior Manager – Children and Families agreed to 
investigate this further and report back direct.

The Chair, on behalf of the Committee, thanked the Officer for the presentation.

RESOLVED, that the presentation be noted.

82 AREA PLANNING REPORT

The Local Committee considered a report from the Executive Director – Corporate, 
Customer and Community Services which provided members with 
recommendations and matters to note relating to budget commitments, grant 
allocations from the recommendations of its Strategic Grants Panel and other 
relevant matters relating to area planning.

The local Member for Belah queried the accuracy of the information regarding the 
proposed grant to Ican Fitness and, therefore, did not support the recommendation.  
On being put to the vote it was agreed that the grant would be approved.



The local Member for Denton Holme asked that the proposed decommitment of 
£3,000 from the 0-19 budget for universal youth provision in Denton Holme be 
retained and used for schemes in the Division during the summer.

The local Member for Yewdale suggested that universal youth provision should be 
considered in-depth in the future to ensure the Authority were receiving best value 
for money.

A discussion took place regarding the Local Committee’s discretionary fund which 
was allocated to Community Grants with the apportionment between the 18 
Electoral Divisions and it was agreed that allocations for individual divisions would 
be circulated to members.

RESOLVED, that

(1) the commitments made and the remaining balances within 
delegated budgets and the grants (as detailed in Appendix 1 
of the report) be noted;

(2) the following grants made from General Provision funding (as 
detailed in Appendix 2 of the report) be noted:-

(i) £2,750 to Bewcastle Community Pool to replace the 
pool liner;

(ii) £2,500 to Houghton Village Hall towards redecorating 
the interior of the Hall;

(iii) £1,000 to Carlisle Rugby Union Football Club towards 
purchasing a new pitch mower;

(iv) £1,260 to Carlisle Dementia Action Alliance towards a 
Virtual Dementia Tour vehicle to be available within 
the County during Dementia Action week in May 2020;

(v) £1,785 to Carlisle Society for the Blind (Carlisle Sight 
Support) towards a series of awareness training 
sessions for community centre staff and support 
workers who will come into contact with individuals 
with sight loss;

(vi) £1,000 to Petteril Bank Community Centre towards 
sound proofing the walls of the small meeting room;

(vii) £4,800 to Crosby on Eden Parish Hall towards rewiring 
the property;

(3) a grant of £10,000 to Botcherby Community Centre towards 
Health U, an Exercise on Referral Project be approved;



(4) a grant of £10,000 to the Community Centre Federation 
towards an Affordable Food Hub Project (as detailed in the 
appendix of the report) be approved;

(5) the following grants made from 0-19 grant funding (as 
detailed in appendix 3 of the report) be noted:-

(i) £3,932 to Petteril Bank Community Centre towards 
starting up a weekly Parent Toddler group;

(ii) £1,750 to Period Poverty North Cumbria towards 
startup funding for their prom wear project “you shall 
go to the ball”;

(iii) £1,175 to Yewdale Community Centre Nursery 
towards setting up two new projects: Yoga sessions 
and ‘sing & sign’ music time sessions;

(iv) £2,885 to Fellfoot Forward Project towards setting up a 
new programme of landscape and heritage-based 
engagement for young people;

(6) a grant of £11,607 to Ican Fitness towards funding for a pilot 
obesity project to run in two areas of Carlisle which have high 
and rising rates of childhood obesity be approved;

(7) a grant of £6,400 to Carlisle Carers towards a storytelling 
roadshow which will be taken to a number of different 
settings across the wider Carlisle area be approved;

(8) the decommitments of the following 0-19 grant be noted:

 Carlisle Trampoline Club £950
 Dalston Junior Football Club £500

(9) the proposed decommitment of £3,000 for universal youth 
provision in Denton Holme be retained and used for summer 
schemes in the Division;

(10) the full allocation for community activity is £426,798 be noted;

(11) £129,772, the full Neighbourhood Support Budget, is 
allocated to the funding of the Community Development 
Team for 2020/21 and may not be vired be noted;

(12) £53,890, the full budget for Money Advice services is 
allocated to Carlisle and Eden Citizen’s Advice Bureau for the 
provision of a money advice service for Carlisle be noted.  A 



grant agreement will be signed by both parties.  This budget 
may not be vired;

(13) £20,377 is allocated to School Crossing Patrols with the SLA 
for this service (attached as Appendix 5 to the report) be 
noted;

(14) £85,000 from the Local Committee’s discretionary fund is 
allocated to a 0-19 years grant fund to support universal 
youth services, with projects and applications against this 
being considered by the Grants Working Group taking into 
consideration the focus and objectives of the Carlisle Area 
Plan;

(15) £65,559 is allocated to the Carlisle Area Planning Fund, with 
projects and applications against this being considered by the 
Grants Panel taking into consideration the focus and 
objectives of the Carlisle Area Plan;

(16) £72,200 from the Local Committee’s discretionary fund is 
allocated to Community Grants with the apportionment 
between the 18 Electoral Divisions based on 2017/18 
population based criteria;

(17) these allocations be reviewed during the year to ensure the 
best use of the Communities Budget in line with the Carlisle 
Area Plan.

83 2019/20 HIGHWAYS BUDGET/PROGRAMME PROGRESS REPORT

The Local Committee considered a report from the Executive Director – Economy 
and Infrastructure which presented the Highways Revenue, Devolved Capital and 
Non-Devolved Capital budget finance reports, combined with the highways 
programme progress information.

The local Member for Yewdale thanked officers, and in particular Mark Wilson, 
Highways Network Officer for the completion of the scheme regarding the placing of 
bollards in his Division.

The local Member for Botcherby raised his concerns regarding the postponed 
scheme for Victoria Bridge, Carlisle.  It was explained this scheme was outside the 
remit of the Local Committee and agreed the Local Area Highways Network 
Manager would ask the County Bridge Manager to contact the Member direct to 
discuss this matter further.  

RESOLVED, that the following be noted:-



(1) the revenue and capital budget allocations for 2019/20 and 
the commitments and expenditure (detailed in Appendices 1, 
2 and 3 of the report);

(2) the programme progress information (referred to in 
Appendices 1, 2 and 3 of the report);

(3) the Highways Revenue budget has been split for use against 
various budget headings;

(4) the available Devolved Capital Budget has increased by 
£14,146;

(5) £182,000 has been deducted from Reported Defects Planned 
Works Programme budget heading;

(6) Combined (£14,146 + £182,000) this results in £196,146 of 
funding to allocate to the programme;

(7) £100,000 has been added to the Pre-Surface Treatment 
Works Programme budget heading;

(8) £68,146 has been added to the Footway Maintenance Works 
Programme budget heading;

(9) £28,000 has been added to the Drainage Maintenance 
Works Programme budget heading.

84 HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORT WORKING GROUP

Members considered a report from the Executive Director – Economy and 
Infrastructure which gave details of the meeting of the Highways and Transport 
Working Group held on 12 February 2020 and presented recommendations to the 
Local Committee for approval.

(1) Notes

RESOLVED, that the minutes be noted.

(2) 2019/20 Highways Budget/Programme Progress Report

RESOLVED, that the following be noted:-

(a) the revenue and capital budget allocations for 2019/20 and 
the commitments and expenditure (recorded in Appendices 
1, 2 and 3 of the report to HTWG);

(b) the programme progress information (as detailed in 
Appendices 1, 2 and 3 of the report to HTWG);



(c) the Highways Revenue budget has been split for use against 
various budget headings;

(d) the available Devolved Capital budget has increased by 
£14,146;

(e) £182,000 has been deducted from Reported Defects Planned 
Works Programme budget heading;

(f) combined (£14,146 + £182,000) this results in £196,146 of 
funding to allocate to the programme;

(g) £100,000 has been added to the Pre-Surface Treatment 
Works Programme budget heading;

(h) £68,146 has been added to the Footway Maintenance Works 
Programme budget heading;

(i) £28,000 has been added to the Drainage Maintenance 
Works Programme budget heading.

(3) Draft Carlisle Highways Revenue Budget 2020/21

RESOLVED, that the draft 2020/2021 Devolved Highways Revenue Maintenance 
budget allocations for 2020/2021 (as detailed in Appendix 1 to the 
report to HTWG) be agreed and kept under review.

(4) Draft Devolved Highways Capital Programme 2020/21 

RESOLVED, that

(a) the Highways Draft Capital budget allocations for 2020/2021 
(as detailed in Appendix 1 attached to the report to HTWG) 
subject to confirmation of the budget allocation by Cabinet in 
February 2020 be agreed and kept under review;

(b) the proposed schemes being delivered under the proposed 
budget allocations (referred to in Appendix 2 to the report to 
HTWG) subject to confirmation of the budget allocation by 
Cabinet in February 2020 be noted.

(5) Lowther Street Build Out

RESOLVED, that

(a) the report be noted;

(b) no changes are made to the Lowther Street build-out during 
the upcoming works and that other ongoing Transport and 



Movement study work for Borderlands, High Street Fund and 
the Station development will explore the issues both here on 
Lowther Street and elsewhere.

(6) Parking Issues on Wingate Road and Surrounding Areas

The Local Committee was informed that a recent meeting had taken place with 
Harrison and Hetherington, the current managers of the new pay and display car 
park on Rosehill Industrial Estate, regarding the ongoing parking issues experienced 
on Wingate Road, Carlisle since the opening of the new Food Hall.  It was explained 
the car park had occupancy for 290 vehicles of which 190 spaces were currently 
allocated for permit users (businesses who resided on the Estate) only but Harrison 
and Hetherington had agreed to increase the number of permits to 220 to try and 
alleviate the parking problems.  It also stated that based on ticket sales only 30% of 
the remaining spaces were regularly taken up.

Members held a detailed discussion regarding the matter and raised a number of 
concerns regarding the car parking problems on the Estate due to the loss of free 
parking spaces following the opening of the new Food Hall.  The Committee was 
informed that prior to planning permission being granted for the Hall, Harrison and 
Hetherington had indicated they would provide additional free parking spaces at 
another site on the Estate but this had not come to fruition.

A discussion took place regarding the extinguishment of the Restrictive Covenant 
which had ensured that free parking had to be provided on the estate by the City 
Council with the holders of the Covenant being Harrison and Hetherington.  
Members felt there may have been a lack of transparency at the planning stage 
regarding this matter and, therefore, had created the current parking problems.

Officers felt that the increase in parking permits would be positive and 
recommended that this be monitored for six months’ before consideration of the 
proposed changes to some of the roads on the industrial estate; the removal of 
some of the single yellow line restrictions on both Alanbrooke Road and Auchinleck 
Drive.  The Committee raised their concerns regarding the removal of single yellow 
lines in the areas outlined due to health and safety issues.

The local Member for Botcherby emphasised his concerns regarding the situation 
and highlighted the need for a resolution to be found as quickly as possible.  

The Leader of Carlisle City Council agreed to investigate this matter further with the 
City Council as soon as possible and report back to members and officers.

The Chair suggested that discussions take place with County Council officers 
regarding the process for responding to future planning applications.

RESOLVED, that

(1) the report be noted;



(2) further investigations into the matter take place with Carlisle 
City Council and reported back to members and officers;

(3) a further report be considered at the Carlisle Highways 
Working Group meeting in June 2020.

85 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT TEAM REPORT

The Local Committee considered a report by the Executive Director – Corporate, 
Customer and Community Services which gave an overview of the work of the 
Carlisle Community Development Team for the financial year 2019/20.  Members 
received an overview of the partnership work of the Community Development Team 
along with case studies showcasing the Team’s work in the last year.  An overview 
of the community grants processed by the Team through the financial year was also 
provided.

The local Member for Dalston and Burgh thanked the Community Development 
Team for the work they had undertaken in relation to the Cargo Cycle Way.

The local Member for Denton Holme thanked the Team for organising the 
successful Youth and Community Work Conference 2019.

RESOLVED, that the report be noted.

86 INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT PLAN WORKING GROUP

The Notes of the meeting of the Infrastructure Working Group held on 
11 February 2020 were noted.

87 MEMBER CHAMPION UPDATES

It was agreed to defer this item to the next meeting of the Committee and, in the 
meantime, any relevant information would be circulated to members.

88 LOCAL COMMITTEE FOR CARLISLE - FORWARD PLAN

The current Forward Plan of business for future meetings of the Local Committee 
was noted.

89 DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

RESOLVED, that the next scheduled meeting will take place on Tuesday 
19 May 2020 at 10.00 am at Cumbria House, Botchergate, Carlisle.



The meeting ended at 11.20 am


